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THE 32
M E C H A N IC A L S
VOL.6 1938
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Members of the Class of 1932
The past year has hurried by, but it seems a much longer 
time than that since we have heard from many of you.
No doubt many of you have met Dean Dawson recently in 
his many visits about the country. He is proving to be an 
excellent leader and is undoubtedly inhancing the prestige 
of the college in many ways.
Mr. Keller is on leave again this year and Mr. Edward 
Anderson is taking his place. Mr. Henry Godeke, whom some 
of you know, has taken Mr. Thoren’s place. Mr. Thoren left 
to accept a position with the Thompson Valve Products Com­
pany of Cleveland. Mr. D. D. Sherrill has been added as an 
instructor to assist Professor Caywood and to help Mr. O ’Brien 
(We now have forty sophomores). The rest of the staff remains 
unchanged.
Many of you have undoubtedly seen Professor Barnes’ new 
book "Time and Motion Study"; it promises to be a "best seller". 
A book entitled "Thermodynamics, Heat Transmission, and Fluid 
Flow" written by the undersigned will be off of the McGraw- 
Hill Press in May.
The wind-tunnel started by Mr. Thoren is almost finished.
We have a new 4-cylinder, 50 H.P. International Diesel and 
are just installing a new G.E. oil burning house-boiler and 
a 4 cylinder gasoline engine (900 r.p.m.) direct-connected 
to a 25 Kw. D.C. Generator.
During the past year we have had visits with Hodges,
Smith, Cantwell, Wagner, Griggs, Johnson, LaRue, Moravec,
Young and Reese and we have had letters from some of you.
We hope that we may see, or hear from, more of your class 
this year in order that we may learn of your experiences.
With best personal wishes to each of you, I am
Sincerely yours,
Professor HUBER 0. CROFT 
Head of Department
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
University of Iowa
Iowa City
107 Engineering Bldg. 
February 16, 1938
Members of the Class of 1932:
It may interest you to know that this year the College of 
Engineering is inaugurating a plan which will better ac­
quaint prospective employers with our senior students.
A loose-leaf book containing a picture and personal in­
formation about each senior was published and mailed to 400 
industries and organizations which we thought would be 
interested.
Each senior received a copy of this "year book" as well as 
25 copies of his own record sheet to be attached to letters 
of application which he writes.
It was gratifying that the seniors cooperated practically 
100 per cent in this project.
Our research work in Motion and Time Study continues to 
develop. This year Dr. D. U. Greenwald, a part time re­
search assistant, is conducting investigations on the be­
havior of the eyes in factory inspection work. A special 
be-dimensional eye-movement camera has been built and is 
being used for this work.
Bulletin No. 12, "Studies of Hand Motions and Rhythm Appear­
ing in Factory Work" is now being published and will be 
ready for distribution shortly.
We are delighted that so many of you have stopped in for a 
visit during the past year and I assure you that we are 
always glad to see you.
Sincerely yours,
RALPH M. BARNES
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
University of Iowa
Iowa City
March 19, 1938
To the class of 1932
I have just read over last years letters to 
recall who constituted the 1932 class. On reading these 
names, many pleasant incidents and friendly relation­
ships are recalled. It is a lot of satisfaction to 
know that all the boys eventually get into work which 
they enjoy.
The work in our department has proceeded 
normally this year. Attendance has increased so that 
it is now necessary to have two sections in all of our 
design classes. There are forty three in the class of 
sophomore machine design this semester. Three instruc­
tors in the department are new this year. New blood 
always adds interest.
You, of course, are aware of the fact that 
the present demand for engineers is much greater than 
when you were graduated six years ago. The spirit of 
this years' class is of course optimistic. Many have 
already definitely accepted positions of their own 
choosing. This condition indicates a favorable im­
pression the Iowa boys have made on their first jobs.
With much interest, I shall await the letter 
from the 32s.
Yours very truly,
THOS. G. CAYWOOD
February 18, 1938
Mr. Lewis T. Long
5504 W. 64th Street 
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Mr. Long:
How you do jump around! Seattle last year, and now 
Chicago. Probably we will see you sometime, now that you 
are nearer to the old school.
I haven’t much to report from the manufactures labor­
atories, except that the main project for the semester is the 
building of an electric spot welder.
We are still progressing with the plastic molding project 
started last year, and have learned a lot about that most in­
teresting art. Some new molds are being prepared this year.
Mr. Ekstrand is still on the top floor looking much the 
same as ever, and Mr. Fielding holds forth on the heat treat­
ment of steel in the basement.
We have a very large class of Sophomore Mechanicals now, 
which almost taxes our capacity. If we have a similar in­
crease next year, we will have to hold classes on the roof. 
Best regards to all the 1932 M.E.’s.
Yours very truly,
A. V. O'BRIEN
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
University of Iowa
Iowa City
2107 13th Street, 
Moline, Illinois. 
February 10, 1938.
A little girl by the name of Ellen Martha Blaser 
put in her appearance at our house last August 27, in­
creasing to three the membership of my little family.
Now at six months, she is getting to be quite the little 
lady.
I am still employed by the John Deere Harvester 
Works of East Moline, but last September was transferred 
from the Mechanical Department to the Experimental Depart­
ment. This is the position I had always hoped to get and 
naturally feel quite satisfied with it. At present my 
work involves the improvement in design of the John Deere 
6 foot combine. Small combines seem to be the coming thing 
in the harvesting field and I am glad to have the opportun­
ity to work on one of this type.
A few weeks back there was a meeting of Iowa Engineer­
ing graduates who live in the Tri-cities. Of this group, 
five were of the '32 Mechanical group. All told there were 
about forty present. Dean Dawson ana some of the profess­
ors came down from Iowa City, as did Miss Sheedy and Miss 
Englert. All told, it was quite a get together.
While I think of it, I want to extend my personal 
thanks to Louie Long for his excellent work during the 
past six years in getting out these letters. There is 
undoubtedly plenty of work to it and Louie deserves the 
credit.
Sincerely yours,
WILFRED A. BLASER
Fellow Engineers:
Bettendorf, Iowa 
February 20, 1938
Mr. Lewis T. Long 
5504 W 64th St.
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Lewis:
Another year rolls around, and there’s Lewis right on 
the job with another batch of letters. You have what it 
takes, fella, and we’re all for you.
I’m still with the Bettendorf Co. and Micro-Westco, Inc. 
as Ass’t. Plant Engineer, altho this last year my boss has 
been acting as Purchasing Agent which left me with plenty 
more to do than formerly. I’m enjoying it lots and with the 
infinite variety of jobs that are thrown our way there’s 
"never a dull moment". Last year I built a 42' recirculat­
ing, car-bottom type heat-treating furnace for alloy cast 
steel; and since that one worked we now have charge of 
building another one of the continuous type, 68' long for 
grade B steel as well as alloy.
Took a boat trip last summer to Nova Scotia and I've 
been broke ever since. It was worth it tho —  clean, cool 
sea breezes, moonlight nights, and all that. Of course the 
benedicks among us can’t appreciate all that, but the rest 
of us can —  fully. Had stopovers at Yarmouth and Halifax, 
deepsea fishing, sightseeing, and all the works. Then back 
to New York for a while. On the way back I visited the 
National Malleable plant in Sharon, Pa. and Buckeye steel 
in Columbus, to get an idea on methods of sand control.
The marital status is still unchanged altho I would 
refuse to guarantee it for another year.
Thanks for the Xmas card Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Wagner.
You sure picked a grand part of the country to live in.
So, after adding this bit to Vol. 6, I'll close by 
telling Bill Glidden that we still haven’t purchased a 
metallizer.
Sincerely,
JOHN D. CANTWELL, Jr.
837 Jackman Ave.,
Avalon, Pa.
Mar. 19, 1938
Hope that this letter isn’t too late to get in the 
6th edition.
I was greatly disappointed when events made it impossible 
for me to get to the reunion last June. However, the C.I.O. 
has by now become well organized and everyone knows how things 
stand. We like them very much and find that in general they 
are an excellent group to deal with.
My job hasn’t changed since the last letter. We are in 
the midst of a mechanization program, installing conveyors, 
and developing new equipment. The interesting part is that 
nearly all of our equipment has to be designed by ourselves 
as there is nothing on the market for our work.
One of our conveyors is an assembly line unit with several 
welding and pressing operations. I can appreciate how much 
trouble it must be to set up an automobile line after the 
struggle we have had with our relatively simple set up.
I am still single but am planning on getting hooked up 
this summer. May come to Iowa to do it.
Clarence is out in this general vicinity and has a good 
job as jobs with Steel Co’s. go right now.
Say you Democrats (H.O.C.) how about doing something for 
business instead of against it for a change? Our operations 
are way down but so far I’ve worked all the time and lots of 
week ends.
So for another year,
DON FARR
Dear Fellows
1925 Glenwood Road 
Brooklyn, New York 
March 17, 1938
Dear Lewis,
Knew that sooner or later I’d get a letter reminding 
me that the annual Lie-Swapping contest was on, and, lo 
and behold, I get two reminders in as many days.
Your source is correct in regard my marital status. 
Thanks for the congratulations. I was married last October 
16 to Miss Gretchen Geldrich, Chicago thereby losing one of 
its fairest and loveliest. You may quote me for the record 
as follows: "Having been married for five months I recommend 
matrimony highly and give that enviable state my heartiest 
endorsement."
Now I know that you're on the edge of your chair with
excitement wondering "Well what in the world is that Glidden
doing up in New York - ain’t he the one?"
Well, I’ll tell you. I am now a Mill Supply Specialist
for The Bristol Co. of Waterbury, Conn. Doesn’t that sound 
impressive? - to be brutally frank it means that I'm a set 
screw and belt lacing peddler. How's that for glamour?
My headquarters are in New York and I cover, in a more 
or less desultory fashion, New England, half of New York, 
half of New Jersey and part of Penn. A sweet little play­
ground— if you like to travel. Since I got married I’m 
not so hot for it but too often I have to hitch up and hit 
the trail.
I see Ernie Wagner every so often. He’s up in 
Bridgeport, Conn, helping Owen Young keep the G.E. plant 
there on a sound basis. We reminisce and cry in our beer 
as we recall those dear, dead days of yore.
I also made several abortive attempts to connect with 
Milan Shirhall while in Binghamton but no catch. Heard a 
rumor to the effect he's in New York City— funny I haven’t 
run into him.
Don’t let La Guardia get hold of this but I don’t care 
much for The Big Town. It’s just too damm big. Give me a 
nice cozy little spot like Chicago any time.
In case you don’t know— Bristol socket set and cap 
screws are peachy— so are their Belt Fasteners— consult 
your local Mill Supply House.
Sure will be glad to hear from you slobs.
Effervescently,
BILL GLIDDEN
321 East 10th Street, 
Davenport, Iowa 
March 11, 1938
Every time I get a letter from Lewis, I get out my 
old letters and read them over. We cannot all get to 
Class Reunions, but we can write letters and keep in 
touch with one another in that way. The Reunion last 
spring was surely a lot of fun, but too many of you were 
absent for a "bang up" job.
I wonder which families have grown, and who have been 
hooked in the past year. Perhaps one should not say 
"hooked", because our wives most likely were that !
As to my own work at the Arsenal, I am wondering when 
another raise will come, and what the next job will be. I 
am still in the Maintenance & Construction Dept. I now 
have charge of our heating plant, and am supposed to keep 
the plant operating at 70% efficiency or better. This in 
addition to a lot of other duties, such as estimating, 
planning and executing different maintenance jobs. We 
make all necessary estimates, order all our materials, and 
then go out and do the work. At least I get a good first­
hand knowledge of all my "boners",
Mr. Croft recently asked about the operation of said 
Heating Plant. In telling him about it I mentioned the 
above efficiency. He wanted to know who figured that eff­
iciency. I told him I did. His only comment was, "That 
explains it" ! ! Well, all I can say is that no one has 
yet proven that I DON’T get 70% efficiency!! —  and oc­
casionally better, out of that plant. (No one has time 
to try ! ! !)
The Junior Division of A.S.M.E. is quite active here; 
and at our meetings I frequently see several of our class 
mates. They all seem to be doing quite well. They will 
write and tell you about that, so I will say that this is 
my nickle’s worth and let it go at that.
With best regards,
KENNETH R. HODGES
Dear Fellows:
510-15th St.
Butler Apt. 8 
Des Moines, Ia.
Feb. 26, 1938
Dear Lewis and. Fellow Classmates:
First of all it appears that Lewie is still on the 
move. After leaving school he followed the advice of 
"Young man go West", then roamed up and down the coast, and 
now from his present address he seems to be working east 
again.
The old saying that "a rolling stone gathers no moss" 
certainly can’t be true of Lewis and I’d venture to say 
that like a rolling stone he is seeing a lot of country 
and also getting considerable experience.
As usual, there is little to tell about yours truly. 
Since the last writing I have been fortunate enough to 
still keep my employer’s— the Iowa Packing Co. wondering 
if I’m really going to be of any future use to them or not. 
The past year I have spent my full time on construction.
This project was a new seven story killing building which 
complete with equipment will represent an expenditure of 
approximately $1,000,000.00.
The latter part of January the Master Mechanic was 
given a months leave of absence. Since his departure I 
have been moved into the "hot seat” that I imagine all 
Master Mechanics must sit on, and I readily agree that "he 
who wears the crown is uneasy”-or "sumpun”. With the re­
sponsibility of trying to keep all things ticking, from 
boilers to stockyards I have realized that experience and 
education are two wonderful assets and I wish I had some of 
both.
Incidently, I was finally caught in a weak moment and 
was married Oct. 3rd to Miss Fay Yeager of Sewal, Ia. As 
far as I can recollect I said ”Uh-huh” when I wasn’t pay­
ing attention and then she held me to my word. We took a 
trip into the Ozarks and since then have been maintaining 
an apartment in Des Moines. Both of us extend an invitation 
to each an all ”32 Mechanicals" to visit us if you ever 
happen to this big town.
I am anxious to hear from each of our gang and I thank 
Lewis for the work he puts himself to in order to make this 
possible.
With best wishes, as ever
FRANK LARUE
Box 522
Washington, Ill.
February 15, 1938
Father time has slipped one over on me again, leaving 
me at the same section of the ladder and afraid to keep my 
eyes continually skyward for fear that I might step on the 
broken rung. Meaning that I am still on the same job with
plenty of room above and don’t know how in the --- to get
there.
During one of my visits to Iowa City, last spring, I 
looked up Byron Lind and played several games of tennis 
with him. At that time he was undecided on whether to go 
to Washington and become a Democrat or take over the 
Firestone Co. One of the jobs offered him more if he were 
married than as is, but he didn’t have wifing in mind and 
I was unable to convert him. I still believe he thinks 
the extra money would go toward sympathy as he heard some­
one say that two can live as cheaply as one.
The Caterpillar Tractor Co. enjoyed a most successful 
year in 1937. The net profits for the year exceeded the 
ten million dollar mark. Another interesting fact is, the 
average employment during the year was 12,234 persons, as 
compared with an average of 6,875 persons for 1929, the 
previous high peak. Then along came the recession and the 
axe. I don’t know how many are left on the payroll but my 
estimate would be around 4000. The plant has also been 
placed on a four day week basis, with the exception of a 
few departments. They have recalled a few of the men dur­
ing the last several weeks.
In an endeavor to open up a new market and get the 
plant back on increased production they have been rushing 
the tooling up for a small 32 horsepower diesel, which 
will be called the RD2. They intend to continue to build 
the small gasoline tractor, the only gasoline model now 
built by Caterpillar. If the new diesel proves successful, 
I look for the gasoline model to be discontinued at a 
later date.
For the last five months, we in the tool room have 
been working overtime. During the last few weeks I have 
noticed a little more soldiering on the job, which is an 
indication that the tooling up is nearly completed. I 
still worked 48 hours last week but unless something else 
turns up I will soon be enjoying longer week ends.
In closing I wish you all success and hope that you 
find that a recession is not so hard to take as a depress­
ion.
Sincerely yours,
WALTER H. LENZ
Fellow Engineers:
Y.M.C.A.
80 West Center Street 
Akron, Ohio 
February 21, 1938
The "Thirty-two Mechanicals"
Hello Gang - another volume, another year, and we are 
all both older and wiser. Getting Thirty-two for one is a 
good business policy, but that does not seem to help my 
stupidity in letter writing.
I am employed by the Firestone Tire & Rubber Company 
as a Power Engineer. The Power House has an electric 
capacity of 32,500 installed kilowatts and a steam generat­
ing capacity of 750,000 pounds of steam per hour at 100% 
boiler rating. Except for three small stoker fired boilers, 
powered coal is used exclusively as fuel.
One of their installations, a 1400 pound unit con­
structed in 1934, is rather unique. The boiler is a three 
story affair designed for 1400 pound per square inch drum 
pressure and produces 300,000 pounds of steam per hour at 
a total temperature of 760 degrees F. at the superheater 
outlet. Steam is supplied to the 10,000 KW non-condensing 
turbo-alternator at 1250 pounds per square inch pressure 
and 750 degrees F. total temperature, and exhausts to five 
evaporators at 235 pounds per square inch pressure and 21 
degrees F. superheat. When the unit is operating at rated 
load the evaporators will supply 261,000 pounds per hour 
of process steam at 180 pound per square inch saturated.
The system affords a closed water and steam cycle, requir­
ing only two per cent makeup.
If you want to get wet, come to Akron. It rains 95% 
of the time - water on the outside and beer on the inside. 
Sure, I would like to see Walt, and say, Jim, will trade 
some Firestone tires for a little of Heinz’s what have you?
The axe has fallen heavy and often during the past two 
months. Hope they get tired chopping before I quit dodging.
Wonder if I am the only "old bachelor" left? Regards 
to all the dear little six year olds, ana an extra "thanks" 
to Lewis.
BL/w BYRON LIND
1063 Fifth Ave. S.E. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
March 11, 1938
To the "Thirty-two Mechanicals"
Lewis T. Long, Secretary
Dear Lewis,
I hope this arrives in time, and if not, I at least 
want the dollar to entitle me to a copy of this volume.
If I could change addresses as often as our secretary, 
I would be able to write interesting letters. As it is—  
and I like it— the Cedar Rapids Engineering Company still 
employees me and my home address remains the same. My 
work is far from routine and the goal of efficient produc­
tion is never reached. A few weeks ago a business trip 
gave me a much desired opportunity to go through both 
Fort Waye Plants of General Electric and as a result I 
have little to say about my accomplishments in the field 
of Factory Management.
Spent a very pleasant afternoon with Brother Moravec 
and wife in Davenport and looked over Gil’s new office in 
Moline. Why such a nice office when you are never there?
I seem to be just a stick in the mud looking after 
small things, but small things are interesting if you 
get a good look at them.
Best of wishes to all of you for lots of good luck 
and I’m going to Professor Barnes’ Management Conference 
April 8th.
Yours truly,
JAMES B. LINSLEY
5504 West 64th St.
Chicago, Ill.
March 28, 1938
Shortly after Vol. 5 was mailed a year ago, the 
opportunity came to return to the company that I had worked 
for in Cheyenne in 1934. I flew from Seattle to Chicago 
for an interview, returned to Seattle, completed my work 
with the Boeing Co. and in June, though it was hard to ex­
change the city of Seattle for Chicago, returned to join 
the Engineering Dept, of United Air Lines here.
We had been here six weeks when an important job 
came up in Cheyenne, the line repair base. A small group 
were moved out there for four and one half months. The job 
was installing new engines in a Douglas Transport and now 
United is taking delivery of ten new planes with this in­
stallation as we drew it up.
Upon completion of this work in Dec. I had a two 
weeks leave. My wife, daughter, and I drove a friend's car 
from Cheyenne to Los Angeles. We went by way of Las Vegas 
and were very much impressed by Boulder Dam. We stayed in 
Hollywood and I spent two days at the Douglas Aircraft 
Factory in Santa Monica. Sorry I didn’t get to see you, 
Amby, but those two days were just too full. We then went 
to Davis Calif.(near Sacramento) to visit my parents. We 
had a grand time. My wife and daughter stayed over Xmas 
but I had to get back so spent Xmas eve flying from Sac­
ramento to Chicago.
Since the first of the year we’ve been pretty 
well settled at the above address. I’ve made a quick trip 
to Newark, and two trips back to Cheyenne for about a week 
each time.
While waiting in Denver last fall for a Cheyenne 
plane I called Cecil. He came to the airport after me and 
took me to his home for a grand dinner. It was a very 
pleasant evening, Cecil, and I enjoyed meeting your wife, 
and son Richard.
The cover is again by Bob Vierck. Bob has the 
part of this job that I couldn’t do if I tried and it 
certainly is a relief each year to know that he is willing 
to help. Thanks Bob, and thanks to all of you for your 
cooperation in getting out Vol. 6.
If any of you get to the Windy City be sure and
look me up.
Sincerely,
LEWIS T. LONG
Dear Fellows:
715-16 St.
Moline, Ill.
Feb. 28, 1938
That salutation may be flattering to some of us, 
but at least it is more applicable now than a few years 
ago.
The time has now approached when the greatest 
literary bargain of the year is offered us. As always,
I'm glad to take advantage of it. Think of getting the 
combined literary talents of 32 such eminent gentlemen 
for one buck. Enclosed please find my day's wages, Lewis.
As was the case a year ago, it seems that Jim Linsley 
and I are doomed not only to lose most of our hair but all 
of it before we join the ranks of the married. Perhaps 
Jim has changed his status since I saw him a few weeks 
ago, but the statement is still at least 50 per cent 
correct.
Industrial activity has slowed down considerably in 
this section lately as I guess it has in most. However, 
the management seems reasonably optimistic of the future. 
The department I'm in is still very busy.
My work is still along the same lines it was a year 
ago although gas furnace design for shop use takes up a 
larger percentage of my time, I have recently completed 
the design for a sort of combined forging and heat treat­
ing furnace. If the furnace isn't complicated, the draw­
ing is at least. I have also been getting some additional 
experience in dust collection and separation.
I was sorry more of the gang didn't take in the class 
reunion last June. However, some of us that hadn't seen 
each other for five years did get together and it was a 
very pleasant experience.
I had hopes of seeing some of you while on a trip 
through the east last summer but we had more or less of a 
schedule we had to follow and ran short on time.
Here's best wishes to all of you and a cordial welcome 
to stop in any time you're in this vicinity.
Sincerely,
AL LUNDY
Fellow Engineers,
432 - 9th Ave. So. 
Clinton, Iowa 
March 10, 1938
I just got my second notice from Lewis, so I guessed 
I had better get started. Time is rather short for me as 
I just got in tonight from my territory and Sunday I am 
leaving for Florida on my vacation. I decided I wanted 
to get a coat of tan in the spring instead of waiting un­
til summer.
Last summer I went to Youngstown, Ohio and Pittsburg, 
Pa, on my vacation. I thought I would venture a little 
further this year. My folks have been there all winter, 
so will help them finish up their trip. I have two weeks 
vacation with pay so it isn't so bad.
I have been working for the H.J. Heinz Company for 
five years now, right to the month. My salary has been 
increased each year, so I guess I am getting along all 
right in something besides engineering.
I guess some of you fellows have pretty good jobs, 
but many are not permanent. I have been on this job for 
five years and I know some fellows have had a different 
job for every year. Lewis Long was way out west, now he 
is headed east, stopping off in Chicago for awhile,—  
how about it Louie ? ! ?
Every once and awhile I run into one of the boys 
who graduated or who was in our classes in school. Only 
last Monday I saw a fellow in Lost Nation, Ia. who started 
in Electrical Engineering but didn't finish. He was work­
ing for the Government or working the Government, I don't 
know which. I guess we would all do this if we got the 
chance.
If any of you fellows get to Clinton, look me up or 
write me to meet you some place close. I am in Davenport, 
Ia. every couple of weeks. Hoping to hear from some of 
you, I remain
One of the 32,
J. I. MARTIN
Dear Fellows—
Boom 110, Lind Arcade Bldg 
Zanesville, Ohio 
March 7, 1938
Dear fellows:
This year hasn’t been as spectacular as many have been 
since 1932. I still have the same wife, only one child, 
and am working at the same job that I had a year ago.
Still being tourists at heart, however, and since the 
superior half "loves” to pack and unpack, we move every 
few months anyway. Right now we have just returned to 
the log cabin in the hills along the Licking river that 
we occupied all last summer. The place is only 7 miles 
out and makes just a nice drive to the office every day. 
It’s rustic and primitive and if any of you enjoy life in 
the rough come camping with us. The woods are full of 
nuts of all kinds, the river’s full of fish, and the wild 
blackberries— in season— grow as big as your thumb.
There’s an old fashioned swimming hole where you can take 
a plunge in the raw on hot nights. And of course there’s 
always a plentiful supply of beer kept in a tank condition 
ed with cold spring water. The literary critic of the 
family says a lot of this description should be in either 
the past or the future tense, because right now my nightly 
chores are to chop wood to keep the place warm, but I 
figure that you'll be thinking of vacation spots by the 
time this letter’s published, and if any of you come this 
way stop in.
Our daughter, Mickie, under the coaching of her mother, 
has become quite an entertainer, giving impersonations 
over the radio, in the theaters and at other affairs.
She also does tap and acrobatic dancing. Now that she’s 
approaching the sophisticated age of five she’s dropped 
the "y" from "Daddy". It makes me feel pretty old to be 
asked,"Dad, how about my allowance?" Her mother, Marj, 
was woman announcer and continuity editor for the local 
radio station for some time, but has given it up for her 
writing. Another reason we like this retreat. Maybe 
some of you read her article "Romance vs. the Boss" in 
last August’s NATION’S BUSINESS. She also sells to 
PARENTS magazine, and others.
As for myself, in addition to the duties I quoted last 
year, I am now sales manager and assistant manager.
Right now I’m kept pretty busy with holding sales meetings 
at night, impersonating a salesman in the daytime, and 
doing the engineering work whenever I can. Although the 
thermometer of the BUSINESS WEEK has been dropping for 
several months our prospect list looks very encouraging.
We have made a good showing in Zanesville the past year 
for the Carrier Corporation. A year ago there were only 
5 air conditioned establishments here. There are now 11 
and 6 of them are Carrier jobs. While we don’t enjoy 
quite so much prestige in the commercial refrigeration 
field, we are making definite progress.
We have just received a picture of Les Grigg's new 
daughter and she is certainly a beauty in spite of the 
fact that she looks like her dad. The ’32 Mechanicals 
should really produce more sons if we hope to contribute 
our quota of engineers to the coming generation. How 
about it, boys?
I’ve had some pleasant relations with Professor Caywood’s 
brother, who is located near here and who is doing some 
experimenting with quick freezing of fruits and vegetables.
Thanks to Long for his fine work in keeping the gang in 
contact with each other, and greetings to everyone.
Cordially,
LYNN B . MIGHELL
535 Fifth Ave. Bldg.
Moline, Illinois
March 23, 1938
Long’s letter dated February 8, 1938, finally 
reached me after traveling back and forth between Chicago, 
Davenport, and Des Moines, for the past Month. Sorry for 
the inconvenience Lewis, but one has to move. I see you 
are back in the middle West.
Since the last writing I left the United Light 
Company in Davenport March 27, 1937, for a position as Junior 
Sales Engineer with the Penn Electric Switch Company. After 
spending three months in training at a factory in Des Moines, 
the company built an entirely new plant in Goshen, Indiana, 
and I was placed in charge of the Moline branch office last 
July. Never quite reached the "Land of Goshen" but I am sat­
isfied with the promotion and the fact that I am now one year 
old with the company.
This office has charge of the business and sales 
for five states. The Penn Company manufacture automatic con­
trols for Air Conditioning, Oil Burners, Stokers, Commercial 
and Domestic Refrigeration, Pumps and Air Compressors. These 
controls start and stop motors on changes of temperature, 
pressure or time, by making and breaking an electrical circuit. 
Snap action switches are needed on these applications and we 
have them. I’d be very happy to elaborate on this if you 
fellows are in need of some special controls.
Am planning a vacation in the East this summer and 
will spend considerable time around New York. I want to look 
up some of you fellows if you’ll be in that vicinity in July.
Here in the Tri-Cities, Al Lundy, Bill Blaser, and 
John Cantwell are putting in their hard licks and I run into 
them every once in a while. Al has stopped worrying over the 
hair he has lost pondering over John Deere's problems.
The class reunion last June was a success except 
that most of us were unable to attend. Had a fine welcome 
from Dean Dawson and Prof. Croft and I am wondering if Jim 
Linsley still has his autographed egg.
I hope that anyone of you will look me up when 
you come through the Tri-Cities. Best wishes to all and a 
big "Thanks" to Lewis and his wife.
Sincerely yours,
JGM/aw J. G. MORAVEC
Dear Fellows,
2650 Dexter St.
Denver, Colo.
March 12, 1938
Members of the "'32 Mechs":
As I look back over the letters of volume five, I 
find that it was just one year ago today to the day that 
I wrote my last letter. It certainly doesn’t seem that 
long. Someday, Lewis, I’m going to get this letter in 
before you have to send a second request.
The past year has treated me quite well. On April 
18, my wife presented me with a eight and one-half pound 
son, Richard Stratton. He is getting along fine and likes 
more playtime than I have to give him. Then on June 15, 
two weeks before time for new appointments, I got the 
change in grade that I had been promised for over a year.
The Soil Mechanics Laboratory was moved into the new 
building last summer as planned and, though it was some 
time before we were permanently settled, we managed to 
continue our testing program without much delay. Our lab 
force is as large as ever and we still have all the work 
we can handle. How long it will continue this way, I don't 
know. I don’t think we have much to worry about, though, 
until Congress curtails the Reclamation program.
My invitation of a year ago still stands. Lewis has 
been the only one so far to answer it. He stopped in 
for a couple hours one evening on his way from Chicago to 
Cheyenne. We enjoyed having you, Lewis, and hope that 
you’ll do it again.
Good luck until we meet again in 1939.
Sincerely,
CECIL H. MORRIS
P.S. I plan to be in Iowa City for Homecoming next fall 
and hope to see you all then.
C.H.M.
Charles City, Iowa 
March 10, 1938
To: Thirty-two Mechanicals 
Address: Everywhere, U.S.A.
Dear Gang:
I do not know whether or not the above address 
will catch all of you. I have not heard of anyone’s 
leaving the dear old USA, but I expect any minute now 
to hear that one of you has landed a big and important 
foreign job and is due to leave at once.
However and wherever you may be, I am still 
located in Charles City, Iowa, and it looks as if I will 
be here for some time to come. Ruth and I are still 
married and are healthy and happy. I hope that I can 
hear that much (and maybe more) from the rest of you.
My business is still the making of abstracts of title 
for land.
Since our re-union in Iowa City last spring I 
have hardly seen any of the old class. I wish more of 
you could have been there then. The Mechanicals of ’32 
were surely able to demonstrate their organizing ability 
because of the fact that there were about eight of us to 
one from any other part of the College of Engineering.
We were pleased to meet the new Dean and to note that 
the College is making so much remarkable progress.
I am sorry, Lewis, that I took so long to 
answer your letter, and I hope that I am in time for 
the issuance of the rest of the letters. I have a good 
excuse for my delay, for I just returned from a long 
vacation spent in Chicago, Cincinnati, and points east. 
Now it’s back to work on regular schedule!
And here’s to another happy and successful 
year for all of you. We hold open house for visiting 
Thirty-two Mechanicals when you are "out our way".
As ever,
RUSSELL H. NIES
3886 Connecticut St.
Gary, Ind.
March 24, 1938
As usual, I am one of the stragglers with the best of in­
tentions. I planned to write this letter six weeks ago, but I 
am just under the wire. I always enjoy getting the edition 
and hearing from all the gang, and I wouldn’t miss it for two 
bucks. Louie is certainly a good follow-up man and I think he 
would excel as a credit man for any corporation.
About the only thing of interest I have to write about is 
that I have moved from the southernmost tip of Indiana to the 
northernmost tip, changed occupation from plant engineer, pro­
duction manager and general flunky of The Evansville Tool Works 
of the American Fork & Hoe Co. to Junior Industrial Engineer of 
the Carnegie-Illinois Steel Co. at their Gary Sheet & Tin Mill. 
I am now delving into the intricacies of good management, and 
at last I am beginning to see light of what Prof. Barnes was 
trying to tell us prior to 1932. The only trouble with this 
profession is that you can’t sling it unless you can make it 
stick. It requires facts and figures and woe be unto the in­
dividual who gets the flyspeck in the wrong place. It is a 
grand place to work though, and we have a nice group of twenty 
fellows whose average age is 29. I was somewhat bewildered 
coming from a small organization of 150 employees into a plant 
that works 11,000 men (during good times). I have at last 
learned my way around, even around the wet places, as Johnnie 
Cantwell ingloriously referred to me in last years’ letter.
(Johnnie, I go through Davenport occasionally on my way 
home, and one of these days I am going to surprise you by 
looking you up.)
While on the subject of looking people up, Louie, I think 
it would be a grand idea for those of us who are in the met­
ropolitan area of Chicago to get together for a dinner in the 
loop some evening. You're a swell promoter - and I wonder 
how the rest of the boys feel on the subject?
At my best I am a very poor letter writer so I had better 
start to end this idle chatter. First, however, I want to ex­
tend a personal invitation to all of you to come and see me.
I can promise you lodging and food (Note - Charge board after 
one week) and a very interesting trip through the Sheet & Tin 
Mill. The company has recently installed a twenty two million 
dollar 80” hot strip mill, and this along with their new cold 
reduction departments is a sight for sore eyes.
I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you the 
best 1938 has to offer.
Sincerely,
ROY E. 0TT
Dear Fellows:
Interstate Engineering 
Rock Island, Illinois 
February 20, 1938
Mr. Lewis T. Long 
5504 W 64th St.
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Lewis:
I see by your letter that another year has rolled 
around. On January 26 the Tri City members of the 
Engineering Alumni had a dinner at the Fort Armstrong 
Hotel in Rock Island. We had better than a 50$ turn 
out so I think that the dinner was a success. Believe 
it or not there are 71 members of the Eng. alumni in 
the Tri Cities.
I haven't much to report concerning myself. I have 
been working for Al. Johnson Construction and finished 
a River crossing at Boonville Missouri in December.
Since that time I have been back in the Tri-Cities and 
hope to stay here for awhile.
With the kindest regards I remain
Yours very truly,
W. J. REESE
1718 Converse St. 
McKeesport, Pa. 
March 24, 1938
Permanent Address:
318 Stewart Rd.
Muscatine, Iowa
Dear Gang:
I am now employed as an experimental engineer, 
Fuels & Steam Power Dept., Carnegie-Illinois Steel Corpn., 
in the Duquesne, Pa. Works. Our department has technical 
supervision of all fuels, combustion and steam power 
applications throughout the plant. It takes care of the 
application and maintenance of all instruments and control 
devices; operates the boiler plant; makes accountings of 
all fuels, steam, and air charges; makes tests and adjusts 
operation of blast furnace stoves, open hearth furnaces, 
soaking pit furnaces, and reheating furnaces, all of which 
have various automatic combustion control devices. I have 
spent most of my time in combustion work with the various 
steel furnaces and boiler plant problems.
Since our particular plant makes a large pro­
portion of automotive steel such as various bars and billets, 
die-rolled camshaft, and crankshaft stock, etc., our pro­
duction rate is closely correlated to the automobile in­
dustry, which is practically paralyzed.
Our boy is now one year old, is in good health, 
walks, has a mouth full of teeth, and sleeps good at night.
We spent an enjoyable vacation trip to Iowa last 
summer and attended the reunion of our class.
During March of this year we spent another week 
in Iowa. It seems as though many people of the University 
city are not aware of the fact that we are in a major de­
pression. We did not get to see all the people we wanted 
to because our time was so limited and the trip was planned 
so hurriedly. We didn’t even have time to attend any of 
the Mecca celebration.
Yours sincerely,
CLARENCE SCHMARJE
The Union League Club 
San Francisco
Feb. 26, 1938
Got a new address again this year and the same 
job with a new territory. Am training service men 
and operators for I.B.M. Proof Machines.
Spent some months last year in Worcester at Lake 
Quinsigamond at a place called Edgemere Lodge. Drove 
to work about seven miles daily and really enjoyed my­
self. Worked a bit in Boston, what a hot town. (I 
mean’t heat) On top of that I went to Florida on my 
vacation, where I visited some old friends of mine.
Did a couple of days of tarpon fishing but had no luck. 
Was assigned to Springfield, Mass. when I returned. 
Stayed a month and was transferred to New York again. 
Wasn’t there three weeks when I was asked to go to 
San Francisco. Incidentally this town beats them all.
Tried to contact Glidden but it seems they had 
just shipped him to New York from Chicago. Didn’t 
really have time to look Young up. By the way Bill 
they think well of you.
Received a Xmas card from ”Guil” Moravec who is I 
trust still happily married. That was about all the 
contact I had last year with my former classmates.
Dear, dear !
It was quite disappointing to realize I couldn’t 
make the reunion, but - well things have a way of 
happening.
How’s this for an idea - why don’t we all select 
a candid camera shot wherein the individual concerned 
is included - have copies made- send them to Lew with 
our respective letters next year. Did I hear a Hip,
Hip ?
Anyhow fellows here’s my wishes for your good 
health and a lot of good business breaks.
Sincerely,
MILAN SHIRHALL
Dear Lew and Fellows:
433 E. Locust St., 
Davenport, Iowa.
Feb. 20, 1938
For the first time since graduation I am writing 
from the same address as I did the year before.
For those ”32 Mechanicals” who were unable to attend 
the class reunion last June, I am certain an enjoyable 
time was had by everyone there and hope the next reunion 
is a bigger and better get-to-gether yet. Incidentally,
”32 Mechanicals” ¥/ere by far the most prominent of any of 
the other branches at the meeting, the result of publicity 
given it in last years issue and hard work on the part of 
those living in Iowa City.
Another enjoyable time was had at a dinner in Bock 
Island a short time ago by the Iowa Engineering Alumni.
Dean Dawson, Mary, Norma and a number of the faculty were 
present and gave us an account of what is going on at the 
Engineering College at present and what is being planned 
for the future, all of which was very interesting. The 
dinner was largely attended and such a good time was had 
by everyone we are planning on having more of them.
I am still employed as a Jr. Engineer, U. S. Engineers, 
Bock Island, Illinois on chiefly construction of Dam No. 14, 
making computations, establishing line and grade, checking 
forms, inspecting machinery installation and everything else 
that goes along with this type of work.
I am waiting receipt of ”32 Mechanicals” with a good 
deal of eagerness. You, Lewie, together with Bob for his 
interesting covers and all of the rest of the contributors 
of letters have done a fine job. Keep it up ! !
Very truly yours,
KENNETH M. SMITH
Dear Fellows:
Iowa City, Iowa 
Feb. 15, 1938
Dear Classmates:—
I began to think that "Louie" had forgotten to remind me 
that it was time to write another letter for the "Thirty- 
Two Mechanicals" but the notice finally came and I was glad 
to get it.
I am quite anxious to read this volume because I'm sure 
there have been many promotions and salary increases and 
that the group as a whole are feeling much better and have 
a clearer vision of what is ahead of us, than we had at this 
time last year,
I had a splendid time at our Class Reunion last June and 
believe that all the rest who attended likewise enjoyed them­
selves. We were disappointed that all could not attend, but 
I assure each of you who were not as fortunate as others of 
us that we thought of you and your names were mentioned 
several times during the day. I'm looking forward to our 
next Reunion with the hope that I will be able to attend.
I am still Assistant Manager at Sears with hopes that some 
day I will be fortunate enough as well as capable of manag­
ing a store myself. My family is fine; the boy will be a 
year old Feb. 23rd, has ten teeth, weighs 28 lbs., walks, 
says a few words, and has plenty of the "Old Nick" in him.
In closing I wish to say that I hope all of you are in the 
best of health, wealth, and happiness.
Your Classmate,
BEV:r BURL E. VANDECAR
301 Trans. Bldg.
Urbana, Ill.
Mar. 21, 1938
Dear "32-ers”:—
This should be very brief. I find myself in 
much the same situation as last year. I’m teaching 
in the College of Engineering, University of Illinois. 
I like my work very much.
My family is the same size as a year ago— our 
daughter Nancy Jane is quite the apple of our eye. At 
14 months age she tears the house down and throws it 
out the window regularly once a day.
Sorry that I couldn’t get to Iowa City for the 
reunion last June but I couldn’t be in two places at 
once and had to choose staying here. However, I hope 
someone who did get there will tell all about it in 
this years booklet of letters.
Best wishes.
As ever,
BOB VIERCK
223-3rd. Ave.,
Laurel Beach,
Milford, Conn.
Dear Louie and the Class of '32:
After hunting thru my files and about a half truck load 
of my wife's music and Home Decorating magazines in search 
of last years edition of "The 32 Mechanicals,” I find myself 
writing this annual letter to the editor of the worlds most 
interesting publication without the aid of a recent check­
up on the progress and whereabouts of you fellows as of 
February 1937, If my memory is correct, Bill Glidden is the 
only member of the class within shooting distance of New 
England so I guess there is little chance of ray getting some 
one else to write this for me, as some of you did last year. 
So, good bad or indifferent, here goes;
The past year has been one of varied experience for me 
even though I have remained here in Bridgeport and am still 
working for G.E. We have what is called a factory training 
course wherein the inmates are transferred from section to 
section of the factory spending approximately six months in 
each place for a period of three years or less. My changes 
have come thru more rapidly than usual (may be good or bad) 
and consequently I have jumped from Radio to Tool Div. to 
Heating Device Engr. all within the last year. This last 
assignment is supposed to be permanent and right now I am 
doing a lot of library work on the design of fractional H.P. 
motors. Also I am pointing a hissing and condemnatory finger 
at the E.E. Dept, of S.U.I. for using a Morecroft & Hehre 
textbook in which a discussion of this subject is conspic­
uously absent. However, I suppose there are a few items 
that do get away from even the authors of textbooks so who 
am I to point. By and large, I have very little to complain 
about thus far and am still able to see a few bright spots 
worth shooting at in the not too distant future. A few 
more ”Anti-Lynching Bills” to keep congress amused and away 
from meddling with business and a gag on Prof. Croft's man 
Roosevelt would provide all the impetus needed for business 
to step out and lick this recession in short order.
Now that the political situation has been disposed of, 
there are a couple of personal items that I want to straigh­
ten out; John D. I'm quite certain I don't owe you a beer 
but that doesn't mean that I wouldn't enjoy buying a round 
or two. Put your correct address in this years letter and 
I'll look you up on the way through next summer. Glidden 
is married too so I guess you will have to plot against the 
whites (Peoria Nurses) alone from now on. Had lunch with 
Bill a couple of times during his calls on G.E. but haven't 
seen him since the first of the year. Bill, the latch string 
is still out— bring the wife up for a week-end and we will 
put on a clam dig or an oyster hunt in the back yard.
I believe that one page of the above drivel is about 
all the traffic will bear so I'll cast off at this point 
with best wishes to all you fellows and members of the 
faculty. Am looking forward with a great deal of interest 
to the publication of this years edition.
Sincerely yours,
E. A. WAGNER
P.S. I hope that some of you birds that were fortunate 
enough to be able to attend the Reunion last spring will 
pass along a copy of the Minutes.
E.A.W.
102 North Fifth Street 
Goshen, Indiana 
March 17, 1938
Dear Gang,
Put it on the record that Lee Wagner is no more eff­
icient in 1938 at getting things done with undue speed, 
than he was in ’37, '36 , ’35, etc.
The Goshen social swirl has us all in a dither - some 
weeks we don't have an evening ''in” from Sunday to Saturday. 
We roller skate, play ping pong, and in our calmer moments, 
take on the time honored game of bridge (very often for 
someone's benefit). It's about time to swear off, though, 
when I start carrying off high honors - woo, woo, .'
So this is 1938. Gosh, this business of viewing one's 
life in retrospect each year is a solemn matter. When we 
"32 Mechanicals" attain fame (?), and reach the point of 
writing "My Life and My Works", we should be in excellent 
practice, having done our memoirs annually. We could prob­
ably spare ourselves some labor by saving these letters .'
Well, the past year brought no momentous changes to 
the Wagner household. Penn Electric moved to Goshen in 
June, and of course I came along, as a "key man". This 
"key man" is a byword in our organization since the natives 
of Goshen were told that only key men were being brought in.
As a matter of fact, any one who cared to, came. And
Goshen thought we all came with our pockets lined with 
gold' It has taken them these ten months to find out that
we are just hard-working human beings, and not at all super­
natural; so prices are beginning to return to reason.
It isn't hard to understand that 250 families coming 
into a town of 10,000 might cause a ripple.
We have a plenty swell new plant— one of the nicest 
I've ever seen. My status was somewhat improved with the 
new location, I'm doing design work exclusively, and at 
better pay than I was getting last year at this time. I 
enjoy my work very much, and find it quite absorbing.
On the side, I'm involved in model airplanes, and 
model gas engines. I'm building a two-cycle, 5/8 " stroke, 
1/2 " bore, four ounce motor; and planning a plane so that 
I can test the motor. My wife thinks I'm a little on the 
questionable side, mentally— ’but thats the price genius 
must pay!
I've also acquired a kodak and have been greatly in­
terested in seeing what I can do with it. Being an
amateur, or less, I've started out very modestly with a 
Senior Fix 20, Eastman, Anastigmat 4.5 lens. So far, 
my lessons have been mainly in what not to do. Have 
patience though, my friends, perhaps next year I'll send 
an illustrated letter.
I can imagine Jerry Young's comment on such an 
attempt.
I'm amazed at this lengthy dissertation, concerned 
so entirely with "me" and "I"; but it won't seem so bad 
if I get to read as much about each one of you in your 
letters.
In closing I'd like to thank Lewis for his patience 
and perseverance in getting out this sixth volume of 
"Thirty Two Mechanicals" (and my apologies for being so 
slow). I appreciate the time and work involved, and I'm 
sure everyone does.
When you come to Goshen, be sure to drop in at 
102 Forth Fifth, or at the plant.
The best of luck to you all, 
LEE WAGNER.
1118 West 83rd Street 
Los Angeles, California 
March 19, 1938
THE '32 MECHANICALS:
Seems such a short time since last writing for our 
annual letter— simply means we are ageing rapidly.
Suppose many of you people in the Middle West wonder 
that you are hearing from anyone in Los Angeles, as I under­
stand reports had almost the entire city washed into the 
ocean. However, we did have quite a flood and there was 
much damage done but most parts of the city were without any 
damage. The only sections that suffered were those near the 
river beds and mountain washes. But in conventional Southern 
California spirit will say, it may never happen again.
Fully intended to visit Iowa City last summer but spent 
my vacation in the various parks in California. I am, how­
ever, certainly planning to visit there soon. Have been 
out of touch with all of you, as it seems none has gotten to 
this city, so my knowledge of your whereabouts is through our 
letter. I certainly hope no one of you had nerve enough to 
be out this way without at least giving me a call.
As you probably know, Iowa plays UCLA here in their first
football game next fall. I do hope they can win this game or 
I will have to live the life of a hermit for a long spell, as
there would be no living around my place of work.
Which brings me to that subject. I am still at the same 
place doing the same work. After 3½ years at one place I 
suppose one is almost considered a fixture. However, it doesn't 
seem nearly that long as there is such a variety of interesting 
work that one loses all track of time.
Since the first of the year the labor situation has be­
come quite serious here. It is estimated there are more out 
of work now than during 1929. Only the fact that a number are 
receiving unemployment compensation keeps this condition from 
being aired. Conditions seem to be on the upturn the last few 
weeks, but it is hard to say whether it will continue so. We 
do hope, but with nothing permanent on which to base this 
reasoning it is purely a guess.
I certainly enjoyed all the letters last year and do look 
forward with keen interest to the 1938 volume of the "Session". 
So will here give my vote of thanks to Lewis for his noble ef­
forts in collecting, compiling, and distributing these letters 
every year, and sincerely hope we continue to have all our 
former members as well as the few who were missing from last 
year's volume.
If anyone vacations, or for any other reason happens to be 
in this fair city, don't forget I can easily be found.
Sincerely yours,
AMBROSE WEISKIRCHER
Mather Tower 
75 East Wacker 
Chicago, Illinois 
April 2, 1938
Dear Fellows:
Once again I am taking my typewriter in hand, and 
writing the old class letter and it is really getting to be 
quite an established habit, although it still seems as hard 
to get this off on time. Lewis called me the other day and 
said everyone had done his duty but me. Not a very good 
record I realize, but someone has to be last.
Although Lewis is here in Chicago I don't seem to 
do any better at seeing him than I did when he was in Seattle. 
However, he is coming out for a week end very soon now.
I saw Professor Croft last Saturday in Iowa City, 
and he seemed as cheerful and enthusiastic as ever about the 
future.
As for myself this last year has passed very 
rapidly and a great many changes have taken place. Phelps 
gave up the advertising and selling game last August. He is 
now in Waterloo with the John Deere Tractor Company engaged 
in engineering work. He has a very fine Job there and is 
getting along fine. I saw him last week. He likes the small 
town, as he calls it, of Waterloo much better than Chicago.
I have built a modern home in Williams Bay, 
Wisconsin. It is one of those affairs with a flat roof, and 
all windows etc. As the folks in this small place say, "It 
is different isn't it?" We are about three hundred feet 
from the lake. Yes, the place is on Lake Geneva. Many grand 
week ends were spent this winter skating, ice boating, and 
skiing. This summer we hope to get in plenty of fishing, 
sailing, and swimming. Right here an invitation is extended 
to any of you who get near here to come out for a week end.
A small office is maintained in Chicago, and all 
our business is handled from there. I have my dark rooms and 
studio at Williams Bay, and do most of my work out here.
Nearly all the actual photographing is on location, which 
means we travel around a good deal. I drive down to Chicago 
from two to three times a week. A young fellow by the name 
of Erwin Sias now handles all the selling and the running of 
the Chicago office. Erwin was with us the last year that 
Phelps was with me.
We are doing mostly industrial and magazine work 
now. Most of the magazine accounts are in New York. Some 
time this spring we expect to make a trip through the South 
to New Orleans for COUNTRY LIFE and for the Meredith Publish­
ing Company in Des Moines.
I can’t kick much about business as I think I 
have had my share of it. Naturally things have been 
very slow the past three months, but are picking up 
very nicely now. Most of the business we have had 
the last few months we have had to go out and literally 
dig it up. Mrs. Young is doing quite a bit of writing 
now for our magazines. It makes a nice combination as 
we do both the photographing and writing of the article 
which appears with the photographs.
There, I think that covers the high lights of my 
past year. At least it gives you a general idea. Now 
I am going to rush this off so Lewis can get the new 
Bull Session on its way and I can find out once again 
where everyone is and what he is doing. Next week LIFE 
will have to take a back seat for the 1938 issue of 
"The 32 Mechanicals".
Again Lewis many many thanks for your efforts, and 
splendid results. And best wishes to you all for a 
good 1938.
As ever,
GERRY YOUNG
